
,meUof food around homes. The moS( com­
mon food aruactants arc bird fceders. garbage. 
and JXf food. AdditiolUlIy ouuloor griUs. live­
stock food. compost. fruit trees. and beehives 
can also auract bears. 

The best way to encourage a bear to move on 
is to remove the food source that is attracting 
ie. Do Dot store household trash. or anything 
that smells like food. in vehicles. on porches 
or decks. Keep your full or empty trash con­
t2iners secured in a garage. shed or basement. 
Take your garbage to the dump frequently. 
and if you have a trash collection service. put 
your crash out the morning of the pickup, not 
the night before. Take down your birdfeedcr 
temporarily until the bear moves on. Consider 
installing electric fencing. an inapensive and 
extremely efficient proven deterrent to bears. 
around dumpsters. gardens. beehives. or other 
potential food sources. 

If addressed quickly, wildlife problems 
caused by food attracrancs in people's yards 
can be resolved almost immediately. After you 
remove the food source on or around your 

. property. the bear may remain for a short time, 
but after a few fa iled attempts to find food. it 
will leave your property. 

Bears generally avoid humam.. but in their 
sean:h fo r food, they may ~ into subur­
ban areas. So , what should you do if you sec a 
bear? The moS[ important response is to keep a 

TtIII recent photo or a nlgldllme pole-danc­
1111 bear was1aken In the backyard of 
Malcolm and Nancy nngler on the rlda" 
.. ........ han.. eGuntv. 
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Diell Patch, 
owner of Astonish 
Antique Furniture 
RtItoratlon, llands 
willi hi. restored 
1857 Chevrolet 
panel van lIIat he 
uses to plell up and 
deliver an"que and 
heirloom furniture. 

Photos by Claire Parker 
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Correspondent 

\lIking into Dick Patch's workshop on . 
Old Cave Spring Road is a throwback to 
rimes pasl. Take a .warrn day in April, for 

pIe. T he doors arc open. tbe guys ,in 
the back are discussing odds on the NCAA 

ArounJ rhcse ..:raftsmcD arc: simple tools of 
the trade; lricJ .utd true: equipment that has 
been used bv fumirure makers fo r centuries. 
Hammers. ~ails and hide glue. a concoction 
made from animal hide that Patch makes 
himself and ktcps in the' refrigerator because 
it's still the: b~[ glue around. he: says. 

Parch owns Astonish Amique Furniture: 
men's championship basketball game. RestOration, which opened five: years ago in

Irian Whitt, an GllGeiate at Astonish Antique Muffin. Patch's old deaf and blind dog. his garage' on C~Hon Mill Road. The former
FumHuf'l IeIforatlon, and Dick Patcb Inspeer ionaUy scratches an itch and no one Arm\' soldier has worked in the business for 
repall'l to be made on an antique table. TIle seems (0 mind the tedious wks at h.1ntJ. 30 y~rs and started tinkering wi th furniture: 
company con create CUllOm-modi ftnllha rh~ arc heirloom desks to be refinished. as a pastime.
on 1111 to mCl1dl any wood creatlDg IIIml, broken antique chair legs to be repai red 

See Craftsman. page 2repall'l to antiques aRel heirlooms. and 19th cenwry hardware to be restored. 

ent writes theology boo Cave Spring 
With what his publisher calls "a through the publisher at www.t3tcpub· 

refreshing ability [0 convey theology in a /jshing.com/bookstore or by visiting r 

style runiniscent of the late author C.S. barnesandnoble.conl, amazon.com or 
Lewis," Cave Spring resident Landon target.com. 
Mens explores why people do what Metts owns Dapht.md Arts BUSiness 
they do in his new book. "Pursuing and his wife:. Daphne. and they have a 
WISdom: Unmasking Theology." home church named Ecclcsia. clut they 

Meres said he wrote the book because started in 2007. He works for Wachovia 

he bdieva that the depth of insight In in mortgage service. Daphne: is a stay­

me rdationship betWeen God and man at-home mom with their daughter. 

has somewh.tt diminished. "The pur- t.ntcrpm.:s.LIlC Doole IS aV:lIIaOle ror See Book ? Landon Me'" 

suit of passion has been replaced by $ ) 2.99 ii I hooIrMorc:s or can be oroW . paae. 

http:somewh.tt
http:Dapht.md
http:target.com
http:amazon.com
www.t3tcpub
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Let Your Special 
Graduate Know 
How Proud You 
Are Of Theml 

This special page to 
honor local 
graduates will appear 
in our Main Street 
Marketplace Section 
the week of June 1st 

ALL 
QTAA-AD9 
PmT Qf 

~f-PAID CMJl 
C~~OA ' 

CRmIT CAlI) 

• "Gr&\iU8Ie Stars" can be mailed in. 
dropped on or emailed. 

• DISCOVer. Mastercimt & 
Visa Accepted 

(8drt Card Number 

Expiration Dale 

• MAIN STREET NEWSPAPERS 

P.O. Box 1125 • 1633 W. Main a 


Salem. VA 241 53 

Tel: 540-389-9355 


10­

T hrough his dabbling. he mer a fellow ar 
the Smitltsonian who specialized in furniture 
restoration . . When he was offered the chance 
to apprentice with him, he jumped on board to 

make his hobby a career. "I really love working 
with beautiful things," Patch says. 

The apprenticeship took him [0 St. 
Paul. Minn.. and from there he moved to 
Minneapolis to stan his own business. When 
me weamer ru rned [0 0 cold for his native 
Northern Virginia blood, Patd l decided to 
move back co the Commonwealth and ser up 
shop in ROJnoke. 

"I started out alone in my garage but word 
spread and now I have four employees. " Parch 
says. They work out of a building formerly 
owned by Cave Spring fireman Ike Suffin, who 
used the space to ~finish furnit\}lC as well. 
Parch says people still come by to tdl stories 
about Suffin, who supposedly would run from 
his nearby house, througb the workshop and 
into the neighboring fICe slanon when a call 
came in. 

BU[ the fumicure [hat comes in and out of 
me shop today has just as many Interesting 
srories to tell. Patch says he loves hearing cus­
tomers explain how a piece was once owned by 

respecrful dis lance.. Black bears have a natural 
fear of humans. and in most cases would rather 
flee than have an encounter with people. If a 
bear is up a cree on or nea.r your property. give 
it space. Do not approach or gather around the 
base of me cree. By bringing your pees inside 
and leaving the immediate area, you give the 
bear a clear path to leave your property. 

If you see a bear cub in an area do not try 
to remove it from the area or "save it". Female 
bears will wander to find food usually with 
her cubs in tow. If ~Ite feels nervous she will 
typically send her cubs up a tree and can leave 
the area. The mother bear will leave the cubs 
there unril she returns and calls for them. Bear 
cubs left where they are will a1mO$[ always be 
retrie,ved by their m0t!ter as long as there are no 

a grandparent or relati ve 'and how special it is 
to rescore someth ing tbat is emotionally va.lu­
able [0 a dient. 

"People want to honor their mothers and 
fatbers when tbey rescore a piece," he says. "It 
is very kbor intensive but there is an instant 
gratification when you see people love what 
they are getting." 

Parch bas worked on everything from a 1700 
mule chest to a replica of tlte original Brandon 
Oaks Lutheran Church. built in 1850, which 
was demolished in me 1970s [0 make way for a 
reurement community stiU there today. 

Patch says that the: bulk of his work is on 
family heirlooms in need of repair and occa­
sional ly he does some interior restoration work 
on older homes in me valley. 

But what he is looking forward to next is 
a surge in younger generations keeping their 
fami ly heirlooms and antiques in good condi­
tion. With the sra~ of me economy, it seems 
more practical co refinish your grandmother's 
kitchen table rhan to buy a new piea: of fur­
niruce mat is not nearlv as well constructed, 
Parcb says. "At least [ha~ is what I am hoping 
for the fmure of the business, ~ he says with a 
grin. 

concerns. If you visit outdoor recreation areas 
in bear country insist that the area supervisors 
managt: their trash· properly. Hwnan and bear 
safety is che responsibility of all residents of the 
Commonwealth . 

If you do see .1 bear in your area. enjoy 
watching ir from a distance. If you experience 
a bear problem after taking appropriate steps 
of prevention. please no tify your Virginia 
Deparonent of Game and Inland Fisheries 
Regional O ffice. 

Phone numbers for me regional offices can 
be found by YisitLng the Departmenr's website 
at herp:/Iwww.dgif.vi rginia.gov/abour/offices. 
asp or by calling 804-367-1000 during regular 
business hours. 

Li~i '.lg with ~ Bears in yirginia. a video pro­

http:Li~i'.lg

